Summary of Issues and Impacts for Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Test Procedure for Furnace Fans Letter
	Topic: Furnace Fans – Test Procedure
Public Meeting: 6/15/2012     NOPR: 7/31/2012
Estimated:

SNOPR: 1/15/13     

Final Rule: 7/1/13     
Potential Effective Date ​​_January 1, 2017
	Sign-off Deadline:  July 31, 2012

	Issue Summary

DOE issued a notice of proposed rulemaking (NOPR) to establish a test method for measuring the airflow performance and electrical energy consumption of furnace fans. DOE held a public meeting on 6/15/12 on this topic; Brian James from SCE attended this meeting on behalf of the CA IOUs. Concurrently, DOE is undertaking an energy conservation standards rulemaking. We anticipate a supplemental NOPR (SNOPR) for the test procedure rulemaking.

DOE seeks comment on the use of Air Movement Control Association (AMCA) and American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) industry test methods for this rulemaking. DOE also seeks comment on the proposed values for external static pressure (ESP), whether the proposed methods for standby mode/off mode energy consumption are appropriate, and other information pertaining to testing of specific types of furnace fans and the proposed test methods in general.
	Anticipated Joint Signatories

IOUs will submit a joint letter.
ASAP and NEEA intend to submit high level comments.

	
	Industry Allies 

N/A 


	
	Industry Opponents 

TBD

	
	Summary IOU Recommendations to DOE:
1. We advise developing a hybrid test procedure that draws from AMCA 210, ASHRAE 37, and AHRI 210-240.
2. We recommend the incorporation of ASHREA 193-2010, as well, for measuring air leakage, which should also be incorporated into the Fan Efficiency Ratio (FER) and Integrated Fan Efficiency Ratio (IFER).
3. We recommend evaluating power factor and harmonic distortion in the standards rulemaking, and measuring them using 30th harmonic and 4 kilohertz metering devices.
4. In order to increase transparency of a chosen methodology, DOE should provide analytical support in a supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking by using three-dimensional graphs for depicting power, pressure, and airflow.
5. DOE should evaluate test airflow control settings to ensure that the growing market of variable speed fans is adequately addressed.
6. We recommend that DOE increase the proposed test ESP so that consumers’ expectations of product performance are better aligned with performance in the field.

	Portfolio Impacts

The test procedure rulemaking indirectly influences the standards rulemaking, which could impact future programs for CAC/HPs starting sometime in 2017. 

	

	Impact on Voluntary Programs
           2010-2012 Programs 

      X  Future Programs 

     _    No Impact 

Involvement by Product Development

Marshall Hunt, Robert Davis, Brian James, and Gary Fernstrom have been involved in the comment letter development process. 
	

	
	

	Special Notes   

None.  


