Summary of Issues and Impacts for the Preliminary Technical Support Document (PTSD) on the Standards Rulemaking for Furnace Fans Comment Letter
	Topic: Furnace Fans –Standards Rulemaking
Framework: 6/1/2010      Public Meeting: 7/27/2012     PTSD: 9/10/2012        NOPR: 4/15/13  
Final Rule: 10/15/13     
Italics indicate anticipated dates.

Potential Effective Date ​​_January 1, 2017
	Sign-off Deadline:  September 10, 2012

	Issue Summary

DOE issued a preliminary technical support document (PTSD) which presents the preliminary data, assumptions, and analyses considered. Within the PTSD, the department proposed product and class definitions, baseline and trial standard levels in terms of efficiency, cost, and efficiency design, annual energy use characterization, and life-cycle cost (LCC) and payback period (PBP) analysis.  
DOE held a public meeting on 7/27/12 on this topic; Brian James from SCE attended this meeting on behalf of the CA IOUs. Concurrently, DOE is undertaking a test procedure rulemaking.
	Anticipated Joint Signatories

IOUs will submit a joint letter.
ASAP and NEEA intend to submit high level comments.

	
	Industry Allies 

N/A 

	
	Industry Opponents 

Ingersoll and Rheem, and TBD

	
	Summary IOU Recommendations to DOE:
1. We advise DOE to consider the entire cabinet within the regulation furnace fan energy consumption; this should include the fan, motor, housing on the fan, and air handler.
2. We urge DOE to include the indoor unit of split system CAC/HP units since the current test procedure under the CAC/HP rulemaking is insufficient in capturing the fan energy associated with these units.
3. DOE should consider combining CAC/HP, furnaces, and furnace fan rulemakings to ensure that these standards are more complementary for these interrelated products. 
4. Airflow path design should be considered as an efficient technology options since manufacturers have shown that this design can impact system efficiency. 
5. Constant circulation mode should be included in this rulemaking since we anticipate an increase in time spent in this mode due to stricter building codes calling for more airtight building envelopes.  ASHRAE 62.2. Martha Brooke at the EC. 
6. Backward impellers should not be considered as a technology option since their efficient performance only occurs over a narrow operating range, greatly under-performing outside this range. 
7. To ensure that hydronic air handlers can be realistically evaluated against other furnace fan units, we recommend that DOE consider using a default value for standby mode so that these units can be evaluated using the fan efficiency rating (FER) instead of the integrated FER (IFER). 

	Portfolio Impacts

The rulemaking could impact future programs, starting in 2017, for CAC/HP, depending on the scope of this rulemaking.  
Estimated First-Year Savings** 
  15.3 GWh/yr PG&E beginning 2018
  14.3 GWh/yr SCE beginning 2018  

   2.7 GWh/yr SoCalGas beginning 2018
   3.5  GWh/yr SDG&E beginning 2018
**Based on quad Full Fuel Cycle Savings

	

	Impact on Voluntary Programs
           2010-2012 Programs 

      X  Future Programs 

     _    No Impact 

Involvement by Product Development

Marshall Hunt, Robert Davis, Brian James, and Gary Fernstrom have been involved in the comment letter development process. 
	

	
	

	
	

	Key Upcoming Milestones for DOE Rulemakings
	Letter Due Date

	DOE Battery Charger Supplemental NOPR
	August 28th

	EPA Game Console Recognition Program (Title 20)
	August 31st 

	Commercial Electric Motors 
	September 7th

	Commercial Clothes Washers
	October 12th

	Residential Dehumidifiers
	October 17th


